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COVID-19 Testing for Students

 

Testing Program Overview

Framingham Public Schools is implementing a free COVID-19 testing program as part of its 
overall health and safety protocol and COVID-19 risk mitigation strategy. The district is 
partnering with the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) and CIC to 
implement the COVID-19 screening testing program.  

The program will be available to all pre-K-12 students and staff.  Testing will be available 
weekly for all participating students during in-person learning. Students will have the 
option to participate in pooled testing, using a shallow nasal swab. Although this program 
is voluntary, participation is strongly encouraged.  Greater participation will allow the 
district to quickly identify positive cases, quarantine them and contact trace to prevent 
further spread of COVID-19 in the school community.



Objectives of Testing
Contain the spread of COVID-19 in our schools and allow our schools to remain 
open safely

Increase safety in the school community by identifying and isolating infected people 
who are without symptoms

Increase comfort and peace of mind for students and staff in our school building

Understand the incidence of COVID-19 in Framingham Public Schools to better 
inform district decision making regarding what mode of learning is appropriate 

Testing Methodology

● Weekly COVID-19 pooled testing will be provided for all students who are present in 
the school during in-person learning.
Participation is voluntary and testing is free of charge.

Pooled testing combines respiratory samples from several people and runs a single 
laboratory PCR test on the combined pool of samples. 

DESE guidance for Framingham Public Schools allows combining between 5-25 tests 
per pooled tube.

At this time, Framingham Public Schools will be combining a maximum number of 5-
10 tests per pooled tube based on the community metrics.  We will continue to 
monitor community metrics and may adjust the pooled sizes accordingly.

The test is done using a shallow nasal swab. The shallow swab is not inserted deep 
into the nasal cavity but just into the nostril opening.

Self-administration of the nasal swab will be performed by students in grades 3-12; 
CIC staff will administer the nasal swab for students in grades Pre-K-2 and any child 
with a physical handicap or disability.

Results will be received within 24-48 hours.  Parents/Guardians will be notified of 
results only if your child is in a positive pooled sample.  If parents/guardians do not 
receive notification from the district, then you can be confident that your child’s 
results were negative.  



If the pool of tests is positive, each person in the pool will be tested individually 
using a PCR test to see if someone in the pool is positive for COVID-19.

● Follow up individual PCR testing will be available free of charge at a designated 
Framingham Public School site. Students in a positive pool will remain out of school 
until they receive a negative individual PCR test result. 

If the district receives notification of a positive pool during in -person learning, 
arrangements must be made to pick your child up from school as soon as possible. 
Please be sure to provide your school with 4 emergency contacts who can pick up 
your child if you are unable to.

The Framingham Board of Health will be notified of positive individual PCR test 
results and follow established public health COVID-19 guidelines and protocols for 
isolation and quarantine. 

You can watch a demonstration of a self administered nasal swab here: How to do a nasal 
swab - by a 2nd grader. 



                   

Important Reminders
Please note, that students are not eligible to participate in testing if they have:

● tested positive for COVID-19 in the last 3 months;
● are on quarantine due to travel or exposure; and/or
● are experiencing any of the COVID symptoms below:

○ Fever, chills or shaking chills
○ Temperature of 100.0 F (37.7 C) or higher
○ Loss of taste or smell
○ Cough
○ Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
○ Headache
○ Sore throat
○ Fatigue/unusual tiredness
○ Body aches
○ Nausea, vomiting or diarrhea



○ Runny nose or congestion
 

If your child or a family/household member of the child is experiencing any of the above 
symptoms,they SHOULD NOT ENTER A FPS SCHOOL BUILDING for testing.  If you or any 
of your household members experience any of the above symptoms, have travelled or are 
on quarantine please contact your healthcare provider.  

Frequently Ask Questions:

Who is eligible?
All Framingham Public School students Pre-K-12 attending school in person are eligible to 
participate in the pooled testing.   

What is COVID-19 pooled testing?
Pooled testing for COVID-19 is when several people’s specimens are tested in one batch, 
saving time and resources.  It is an efficient and cost-effective way to detect COVID-19 in a 
school or class.  If a pooled test result is negative, then all the people in the batch are 
negative. If the pooled test result is positive, it indicates that one or more individuals in the 
pool may be positive for COVID-19. The students in the positive pool will be administered 

an individual PCR test to determine who is positive for COVID-19.  

How often will testing occur?
Participating students will be tested every week they are attending school for in-
person learning.

What type of collection method will be used?
The collection method is a shallow, frontal nasal swab (not deep nasal swab).  The 
swab is inserted no more than 1-2 cm into each nostril and rotated.

What happens when a "pool" of students test positive?
If the pooled test result is positive, all individuals in the pool will be administered an 
individual PCR test as follow-up. Everyone in the positive pool will be asked to remain home 
until they have the result of the follow-up PCR test. The Framingham Board of Health will 
be notified of positive cases and follow the established protocols.

If someone tests positive, how far back does the contact tracing go?
Following CDC and MADPH guidelines, contact tracing is done from 2 days before 
the first symptom or the positive test (whichever comes first).



How is my student’s privacy ensured?
The state is using a technology platform/system that meets HIPAA/FERPA privacy 
protections. Samples will be used for COVID-19 testing only. Only approved school 

administrators will be able to view results. 

Will students be required to participate in the pooled test process to 
attend school this year?
No.  Participation in the testing program is voluntary but strongly encouraged. 
Greater participation will allow the district to quickly identify positive cases, 
quarantine them and contact trace to prevent further spread of COVID-19 in the 
school community.

Is there a cost to participate in the testing program? 
No, the program is free.  Students will not have to pay any fees associated with 
either the pooled testing or subsequent follow-up testing required for individuals 
included in a positive pooled sample.

Should individuals who have previously tested positive for COVID-19 be 
included in pooleds?
Individuals who have previously tested positive in the past 90 days should not test.  
After 90 days, you can be included again in the pool.


